Disabled Hate crime victims urged to come forward to Blackpool reporting Centre.
Date: 22.09.09
Disabled People in Blackpool who experience attacks because they are disabled are being urged not to suffer in silence as part of a drive to encourage hate crime victims to report incidents which all too often don’t get to court.

Blackpool’s new Independent Living Centre on Whitegate Drive is being established as a ‘third party’ reporting centre, where someone can report hate crime or harassment to organisations which have links to, but are not part of the police. 

Stephen Brookes MBE, Blackpool based disability consultant, Disability Hate Crime national network co-ordinator and Facilitator of the Lancashire Crown Prosecution Service Hate Crime Scrutiny Panel is working on this project with Les Ball from Blackpool BSafe.

He says ‘This kind of reporting has already led to reduction in some incidents and even the arrest and enhanced sentencing of prolific offenders’.  
Hate crime can range from physical violence and assault to bullying and threats because of someone being seen as ‘different’ and if victims  do not speak out, perpetrators are still be at large and a risk to others. If someone is a victim then the centre want them to come forward talk to the police or to agencies such as the local authority.
"Official statistics show that hate crime is a low percentage of all crime” Stephen continues “but the figures are skewed because support groups and agencies continually tell us that  people don't report it.  The police, the CPS and local authorities, such as ours in Blackpool all try to encourage people to report any abuse that has happened to them. Victims of hate crime shouldn't suffer in silence.  It's crucial that victims know they can report abuse through a trusted and approved third party if they don't feel confident to approach the police themselves."

Stephen says “It is great to work with Bsafe on this project as my community based work in and around the justice system shows that generally police officers are well briefed in the investigation of hate crime, but community safety is a key part of the process. The Bsafe staff and officers are aware of the sometimes unique social issues which surround these type of crimes”. 
“The message we jointly send is one urging victims to report offences either directly to the police or via the third party reporting centre at Whitegate Drive so that the relevent team can investigate these offences robustly and sensitively."

Stephen feels that the more the commnity safety team, police and the criminal justice system  know about hate incidents, the more resources they can put into an area to prevent the problem.  But nothing can change unless people speak out if they have been a victim so they can get support and help fight this odious crime.

Victims of Hate Crime in Blackpool should report online at www.blackpool.gov.uk/hatecrime , telelphone Blackpool police on 01253 293933, or call crime stoppers on 0800 555111.

